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RFO  LETT£ 

To 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


June  12,  1953 


Letter  No.  5 
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Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


As  was  reported  in  a  recent  KFD  Letter,  if  a  proclamation  of 
marketing  quotas  on  wheat  is  to  "be  made,  the  law  requires  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  do  so  "before  July  1.    The  following  remarks  used  by  Secre- 
tary Ezra  Taft  -Benson  in  a  news  conference  at  Omaha  yesterday  prior  to 
his  address  "before  the  Nebraska  Stock  Growers  Association,  touch  "both  the 
wheat  situation  and  the  corn  storage  problem: 

The  June  10th  crop  report  which  indicates  that  the  Nation  will 
have  a  billion-plus  "bushel  wheat  crop,  winter  and  spring  varieties,  faces 
the  wheat  farmers  of  the  Nation  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  with  an 
hour  of  decision. 

"The  June  10th  crop  report,"  Secretary  Benson  stated,  "predicts 
that  the  production  of  winter  wheat  will  total  769,884,000  "bushels,  this 
is  40,000,000  "bushels  above  the  May  10th  figure.    This,  combined  with  a 
predicted  production  of  362,616,000  bushels  of  spring  wheat,  totals 
1,132,500,000  bushels. 

"This  figure  for  1953  production,  combined  with  a  probable  carry- 
over estimated  at  570,000,000  bushels,  places  the  nation's:  wheat  supply  at 
1,702,500,000  bushels.    Under  the  law  we  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
are  compelled  to  ask  the  farmers  to  vote  upon  marketing  quotas  if  the  total 
supply  is  115f,  above  estimated  domestic  and  foreign  needs,  plus  20$. 

"Recommendations  to  me  from  the  Grain  Branch  of  the  Production 
and  Marketing  Administration,  indicate  a  domestic  demand  of  700,000,000 
bushels.    Our  estimate  for  foreign  shipment  is  525,000,000  bushels.  Of 
this  270,000,000  bushels  is  covered  under  the  International  Wheat  Agreement. 
These,  totals,  plus  application  of  the  11^  and  20$    overage  mandates  in 
the^heat  suPP°rt  law  adds  to  approximately  1,^9,000,000  bushels.  This 
is  253-, 500, 000  bushels  under  our  present  prospective  supply  and  under  the 
law  we  must  ask  for  marketing  quotas'  by  June  30th  if  the  estimates  are 
realized  and  there  is  no  change  in  the  national  security  outlook. " 

The  Secretary  explained  that  the  decision  to  impose  production 
and  marketing  controls  is  the  one  the  Department  must  face  in  light  of 
the  June  10th  crop  report. 


"Farmers,"  stated  the  Secretary,  "face  the  decision  of  accepting 
the  responsibility  of  helping  store  and  manage  the  grain  upon  which  the 
Government  is  supporting  the  price.    Latest  figure  places  the  amount  of 
vheat  to  "be  held  under  this  program  at  close  to  half  a  "billion  "bushels. 

The  Secretary  "believes  it  to  "be  good  "business  for  farmers  to 
store  a  maximum  of  this  grain  right  on  the  farm.    Many  farmers  do  not  have 
facilities,  "but  he  "believes  they  should.    He  thinks  their  storage  should 
extend  to  corn,  another  supported  crop  in  large  supply  and  also  to  oats 
and  that  every  farmer  should  "be  adequately  equipped  to  handle  grain  storage. 

Point inr  out  that  if  farmers  were  in  position  to  handle  all  needed 

grain  storage  under  the  support  program  the  Government  could  get  out  of  the 

storage  "business,  Secretary  Benson  outlined  steps  taken  "by  the  Department 
to  encourage  farm  storage  construction. 

"We  are  offering  storage  payments  to  farmers  for  on-the-farm 
storage  of  15^  a  "bushel  on  vheat  and  oats  and  13^  on  corn.    In  addition, 
we  are  offering  loans  for  storage  construction  up  to  8o£  of  the  total 
cost,  *with  four  years  to  pay  at  only       interest  charge, 

Estimated  cost  of  such  construction  runs  "between  35^  and  50^ 
a  "bushel  and  it  is  often  possible  for  the  farmer  to  realize  that  much 
gain  as  "between  his  selling  price  right  at  harvest  time  against  sales  made 
later  in  the  marketing  season.    To  have  such  storage  would  "be  good  business 
regardless  of  whether  we  had  a  support  program  or  not." 

Asked  to  comment  on  the  probable  size  of  the  1953  corn  crop  on 
which  a  storage  problem  is  expected,  the  Secretary  pointed  out  that  no 
figures  will  be  available  on  this  until  the  July  10th  report  but  that 
private  estimates  place  the  intentions  to  plant  at  approximately  last  year's 
figure; 

"Anticipating  a  (corn)  crop  approaching  last  year's  three 
billion-plus  bushels,"  Secretary  Benson  concluded,  "we  have  offered  the 
farmers  to  extend  this  year's  support  loans  for  one  year,  to  pay  them 
13^  a  bushel  storage.    They  can  shell  and  store  that  part  of  the  crop 
now  in  cribs,  thereby  freeing  the  cribs  for  this  year's  crop.    Good  farm 
managers  often  pay  for  on-farm  storage  bins  or  cribs  in  two  or  three 
years  and  have  the  storage  left  for  future  years." 

New  Soybean  for  Northern  Growers 

High  yielding  and  high  in  oil  content,  a  new  soybean  variety 
called  Clark  is  being  announced  June  15  by  the  U.  S.  Department 'of  Agri- 
culture and  cooperating  State  agricultural  experiment  stations.  This 
year  the  small  quantity  of  seed  will  be  increased  on  3,000  acres.  And 
this  increase  will  permit  release  to  certified  seed  growers  next  spring 
for  a  buildup  of  planting  stocks  for  general  use  by  farmers  in  1955.  It's 
adapted  for  use  in  southeastern  Nebraska,  northeastern  Kansas,  north  and 
central  Missouri,  the  southern  edge  of  Iowa,  the  southern  parts  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana,  northern  part  of  Kentucky,  and  areas  of  comparable  climate 
eastward.    Clark  is  resistant  to  frog -eye  leaf  spot. 
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Network  Farm  Shows  June  20 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour       Headlines  "by  Ken  Gapen; 
feature  from  National  U-H  Club  Camp  with  several  members  and  either  Ken 
Gapen  or  Everett/Mitchell. 

ABC  American  Farmer       Top  of  the  Farm  News  with  Jack  Towers; 
feature  from  Senate  Radio  Gallery  with  U-H  members  and  Boh  Hilgendorf 
(in  from  Kansas  State  College  to  help  with  National  U-H  .Club  Camp). 

CBS  Farm  News       Agricultural  news  with  Claude  Mahoney  probably 
featuring  U-H  Club  Camp, 

Among  Ourselves 

On  May  26  Phil  Alampi,  WABC  New  York,  represented  the  National 
Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors  at  the  Fifth  Annual  Alfred  P.  Sloan 
Radio-TV  Awards  for  Highway  Safety  dinner. 

The  short  Letter  this  week  is  necessitated  "by  Don  Looper  "being 
at  the  spring  NAKED  meeting  at  Houston  and  yours  truly  taking  on  a  couple 
of  extra  chores  ...  profitable  hut  time  consuming. 

Bill  Moshier,  formerly  RFD  at  KJR  Seattle,  is  now  with  KOMO  in 
the  same  city.    However,  Phil  Alampi's  change  in  call  letters  from  WJZ 
to  WABC  is  NOT  a  change  in  stations.    Same  station,  hut  Phil's  new  address 
is  7  West  66th  Street  in  New  York  City. 


Norman  Kraeft,  RFD  at  WGN,  reports  that  his  station  will  he  a 
co-sponsor  Of  both  the  Illinois  state  corn  picking  contest  and  the  ^,th 
annual  national  contest  to  he  held  on  the  G.  J.  Mecherle  farm  located 
eight  miles  east  of  Bloomington,  111.,  October  23  and  2k,  respectively.  . 
A  number  of  radio  stations  are  sponsoring  state  contests  and  a  winner 
to  the  national  contest. 

U-H  Club  Camp  Here  Next  Week  ; 

Beginning  early  next  week,  U-H  delegates  from  k6  states,  Hawaii, 
and  Puerto  Rico  will  arrive  for  the  June  lj-2k  National  U-H  Club  Camp 
here  in  Washington.    Some  2C0  young  folks  are  expected.    I  believe  you 
have  received  additional  information. 

Cordially, 


Enclosure : 

Meat  for  Thrifty  Keals 


Ken  Gapen 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
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P.S.  Thousands  of  farmers  will  soon  "be  making  'headline'  mews  all  across 
the  nation* 

• .  Although  they  won't  have  their  names  mentioned  over  the  radio  or 
in  the  newspapers ,  they  will  provide  important  information  which  will  be 
broadcast  in  every  state. 

We're  talking  about  these  thousands  of  public -spirited  farmers 
who  provide  the  basic  information  for  the  crop  and  livestock  reports 
issued  regularly  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

For  the  first  time  this  year,  cotton  growers,  by  the  thousands, 
are  reporting  on  the  total  acreage  of  cotton  this  year. 

And,  farmers  in  all  hQ  states  will  report  on  the  condition  of 
all  their  principal  crops. 

Experienced  farmers  know  how  to  estimate  their  yields  during 
the  growing  season.    It's  their  business.    However,  farmers  are  not 
prophets.    All  they  can  do  is  base  their  estimates  on  current  conditions. 

And  so  it  is  with  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the 
USDA  which  provides  the  basic  factual  information  concerning  production, 
supplies  and  prices  of  farm  products. 

Farmers  themselves  provide  this  timely  information  on  the  condi- 
tion of  their  various  crops.... as  of  a  certain  DATE. 

The  July  crop  report  will  be  one  of  the  most  important  of  the 
whole  year. 

Remember,  all  you  voluntary  crop  reporters,  your  state  statis- 
tician urgently  needs  to  get  YOUR  report  promptly,  to  make  his  state 
report  and  the  national  report  as  COMPLETE  and  as  ACCURATE  as  possible. 

YOU  can  help  save  your  government  money  by  mailing  your  ques- 
tionnaire EACH  time  ....  and  Oil  time. 


FO  LETTEi 


To 


Radio  Form  Directors 


Prom 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Off  lot  of  Information  -U.  8.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


June  19,  1953 
Letter  No.  565 


reminder. 


For  your  information  here  is  a  wheat  marketing  quota  situation 


As  you  probably  recognize,  everything  here  is  pointing  to  the 
need  for  a  fast -moving  educational  job  for  farmers  between  July  1  and 
2k,  to  explain  the  wheat  marketing  quota  situation.    Unless  there  is  a 
unexpected  change  in  wheat  prospects  or  the  national  security  outlook, 
Secretary  Benson  will  have  to  comply  with  the  law  and  ask  for  wheat 
marketing  quotas  by  June  30.    And  farmers  will  need  to  vote  on  them  by 
July  2h,    Since  pending  legislation  may  change  the  total  allotment  and 
eligibility  to  vote,  we  may  not  get  a  decision  on  the  wheat  marketing 
quota  proclamation  until  near  July  1. 

Between  the  proclamation  and  vote,  the  job  will  be  one  of 
explaining  to  farmers  the  wheat  situation,  what  they  are  voting  on,  and 
what  will  be  the  results  if  they  vote  "for"  or  "against"  the  quotas. 
As  soon  as  possible,  we  will  send  you  factual  information  so  that  you 
can  give  farmers  the  facts  they  need  to  help  them  decide  how  to  vote. 
The  Department  is  doing  all  it  can  to  have  questions  and  answers,  back- 
ground facts,  and  other  materials  ready  for  educational  use. 

Thanks  Fellows 

Off  and  on  during  the  year  farm  broadcasters  on  both  radio  and 
television  tell  us  that  Department  officials  and  specialists  have  been 
very  curteous  and  helpful  in  news  conferences  and  making  recordings  when 
"out  in  the  field".    And  Department  people  tell  us  that  farm  radio  and 
television  people  are  very  helpful,  gracious  and  able  in  getting  informa- 
tion from  them  and  in  developing  both  "live"  and  recorded  interviews 
when  these  Department  people  are  "in  the  field".    Specific  names 
mentioned  by  USDA  people  have  included  both  commercial  station  and  Exten- 
sion broadcasters. 

During  the  past  couple  of  weeks,  we've  had  more  than  the 
average  amount  of  mail  and  phone  calls  along  this  line.    And  from  all 
parts  of  the  country. 
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News  conferences  are  getting  more  complicated  all  the  time. 
First  it  was  Just  press  folks,  then  radio  and  press,    Mikes  and  record- 
ings were  added.    And  now,  newsreel  and  TV  film  cameras.    So,  when  we 
get  a  letter  including  such  as  the  following  partial  quote,  we  feel  as 
though  efforts  of  everyone  concerned  are  paying  off  for  the  "benefit  of  - 
farm  people: 

"Dear  Ken:    If  you  have  the  opportunity,  please  express  our 

sincere  appreciation  to  —  for  his  kind 

attention  in  the  radio  interview  in  — ---  last  week,    Mr,  - 

was  very  gracious  in  giving  his  most  limited  time,  and  we  appreciate  his 
courtesy  very  much," 

It's  always  a  great  help  to  the  Department  official  "in  the 
field",  at  either  a  news  conference  or  a  single  interview  conference, 
when  you  have  a  few  questions  or  ideas  ready.    Our  folks  really  appreciate 
your  help  and  cooperation. 

Network  Farm  Shows  June  27 

CBS  Farm  News       Claude  Mahoney  will  have  farm  news  and  a 

feature, 

ABC  American  Farmer  1--  Top  of  the  Farm  News  with  Jack  Towers 
and  Don  Looper;  feature  on  the  crop  reporting  system  pointed  toward  the 
value  of  the  farmer  participation, 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  USDA  Headlines  with  Ken 
Gapen;  feature  from  KOMO,  Seattle,  on  maintaining  forest  reserves  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest, 

1953 -Crop  Cottonseed  Price  Support  Announced  June  22 

USDA  price  supports  for  1953  crop  cottonseed  will  reflect  75 
percent  of  May  15  parity  price.    The  cottonseed  support  program  for  the 
1952  crop  was  at  90  percent  of  parity.    The  1953  support  level  is  de- 
signed to  place  cottonseed  products  on  a  competitive  level  with  other 
oil  seed  products  and  is  expected  to  move  more  of  the  cottonseed  products 
into  normal  channels  of  trade,  instead  of  being  accumulated  "by  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation, 

Prices  for  1953 -crop  cottonseed  will  "be  supported  "by  means  of 
farm-storage  loans,  purchases  of  cottonseed  and  purchases  of  cottonseed 
products.    The  loans  will  he  available  at  $5^,50  per  ton  for  basis 
grade  (100)  cottonseed.    In  areas  where  a  purchase  program  may  be  nec- 
essary, purchases  will  be  made  at  $50,50  per  ton  basis  grade  (100)  cotton- 
seed.   Full  story  is  being  mailed  you. 

Cordially, 


Ken  Gapen 

Eadio  and  Television  Service 


1  Enclosure: 

Garden  &  Home  Food  Pres. 
Facts 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


June  26,  1953 
Letter  No.  566 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


.'   There  was  plenty  of  talk  at  the  Houston  NARFD  meeting  especially 
"by  the  "boys  from  West  Texas       about  the  drought  in  the.  Great  Plains.  Don 
Looper,  just  "back  in  the  office  after  calling  on  several  KFD's  on  the  way 
"back,  got  a  gocd  look  at  part  of  the  drought -stricken  area  in  Ifestern 
Oklahoma  last  week  where  the  wheat  harvest  was  just  being  completed  and 
temperatures  soared  to  110  degrees.    In  that  area,  it  has  "been  the  worst 
June,  for  heat  and  drought,  since  1936. 

A  large  part  of  the  central  and  southern  Great  Plains  area' is 
affected  "by  the  severe  drought  situation,  although,  the  severity  varies 
within  the  main  drought  area.    Here  are  details  of  the  drought  by  states, 
compiled  from  the  best  information  available  to  the  Department. 

Oklahoma:    The  entire  western  half  of  the  state  is  seriously  dry, 
particularly  the  Panhandle  and  extreme  southwest.    Considerable  sorghum  is 
planted  and  much  more  will  be  planted  if  rains  fall  by  early  July.    A  poor 
wheat  crop  is  already  harvested.    Pastures  and  hay  crops  are  very  poor. 
Cattle  marketings  have  been  heavy  since  Hay  25;    Much  cotton  in  southern 
part  is  up  to  a  fair  stand  but  additional  planting  or  replanting  awaits 
rain. 

Texas :    Boughly  two-thirds  of  the  state's  wheat  acreage  is  in 
the  drought -stricken  northwestern  portion.    Dryland  wheat  in  the  area  has 
been  a  near  failure  for  k  consecutive  years.    The  Plains  area,  particular- 
ly the  southern  High  Plains,  is  suffering  its  third  consecutive  drought 
year.    No  general  rain  has  occurred  since  September  1950,  and  except  for 
November  1952,  precipitation  for  the  past  32  months  has  been  below  normal. 
Very  little  cotton  planting  was  possible  in  the  dry  area.    Farmers  and 
ranchers  are  flooding  central  markets  and  auctions  with  cattle,  as  pros- 
pects for  summer  grass  disappeared  in  the  intense. heat  and  lack  of  soil 
moisture. 

Kansas :    Pastures  are  turning  brown  in  many  western  and  central 
counties,  with  some  distress  culling  and  movement  of  cattle.    With  wheat 
harvest  about  one -fourth  completed,  considerable  shriveling  and  lower 
yields  in  late  fields  are  in  prospect.    Both  topeoil  and  subsoil  moisture 
is  deficient  in  the  entire  state,  except  in  local  areas,  and  stockwater 
is  becoming  a  serious  problem.    Movement  of  cattle  from  the  Flint  Hills 
may  be  forced  by  mid -July. 
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Nei.  Mexico:    The  critical  area  covers  most  of  the  eastern  third 
of  the  statf  ,  where  the  "bulk  of  the  state's  broomcorn,  sorghum  and  sudan 
is  grown  on  non-irrigated  land.    Ranges  along  the  western  edge  are  also 
droughty.    Some  distress  movement  has  occurred  and  sales  of  livestock  at 
extremely  .ow  prices. 

Colorado;    Drought  conditions  are  serious  in  the  eastern  half  of 
the  soutr sast  quarter  of  Colorado.    Wheat  in  that  area  is  a  near  failure 
and  cond:  tions  are  unfavorable  for  planting  sorghums.    Pastures  furnish 
little  f  >ed  and  some  distress  sales  of  cattle  have  already  occurred. 
The  sorghum  crop  will  he  very  short. 

Nebraska:    A  strip  about  20  miles  wide  in  parts  of  5  southwestern 
counties  —  Lincoln,  Hayes,  Chase,  Dundy  and  Hitchcock  --  is  affected  by 
drough but  not  critically  at  present. 

Forcec*.  Livestock  Marketings  -- 

.  Livestock,  of  course,  is  a  major  concern  in  much  of  the  drought 
area    and  abnormal  marketings  of  cattle  have  been  taking  place.  Since 
abou-:  June  1,  the  cattle  market  receipts  at  Oklahoma  City,  Fort  Worth,  and 
San  \ntonio  have  been  nearly  double  what  they  were  a  year  ago. 

A  good  part  of  these,  receipts  are  cows  for  slaughter.    The  lower 
grace  grass  .cattle  are  being  slaughtered,  while  the  better  grades  are  be- 
ing bought'  as  stocker  animals  for  movement  to  the  Corn  Belt  and  other 
areas.    Slaughter  prices  are  now  2  to  4  dollars  lower  in  the  drought  area 
than-  they  were  on  June  1 . 

Statistics  (round  numbers)  on  livestock  in  the  drought  area 
indicate  something  of  the  magnitude  of  the  problem.    Texas  has  78,000 
farms  with  livestock,  2,700,000  cattle  (other  than  dairy),  4,000,000 
sheep  and 'lambs,  and  1,000,000  goats.    Oklahoma  has  17,900  farms  with 
livestock,  1,663,000  cattle  (other  than  dairy),  265,000  dairy  cattle, 
124,000:  sheep  and  lambs, -and  320,000  hogs.    Kansas  has  4l,700  farms  with 
livestock,  3,057,900  cattle  (other  than  dairy),  428,000  dairy  cattle, 
563,000  sheep  and  lambs,  and  £01,900  hogs. 

Secretary  Benson  on  Inspection  Trip 

Secretary  Benson  left  today  for  an  inspection  trip  to  the  drought 
area.    He  will  meet  with  leaders  from  the  entire  drought  section  in  Lubbock, 
Texas,  on  Saturday  and  will  make  a  major  speech  at  the  American  Cotton 
Council's  l4th  annual  meeting  there.    From  there  he  will  travel  over  the 
worst  of  the  drought  area  and  hold  another  meeting  in  San  Antonio. 

E,  L.  Farrington,  acting  director  of  the  Agricultural  Credit 
Division,  will  accompany  the  Secretary  on  the  trip  and  will  go  to 
Oklahoma  City  and  other  areas  for  observation  and  further  conferences. 
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Advisory  Groups  Meeting 

AI s o  on  the  drought  front,  members  of  the  Secretary's  advisory 
groups  on  livestock,  credit y.  and  retail  focd  vere  meeting  here  today  to 
consider  and  offer  suggestions  for  meeting  the  drought  situation.  The 
three  groups  met  together  for  a  broad  look  at  the  situation  and  then  were 
to  "break  up  into  their  respective  groups  to  work  separately. 

"No  single  solution  seems  possible  for  the  "broad  problem," 
Secretary  Benson  said.    "We  have  been  keeping  a  2*4- -hour  watch  on  weather 
and  marketing  conditions,  and  it  seems  advisable  to  consider  moving  on  all 
three  fronts  at  once,  handling  the  livestock  problem,  credit  and  marketing." 

Wheat  Quota  Announcement  Due  by  Next  Tuesday 

Watch  for  Secretary  Benson's  decision  on  wheat  marketing  quotas 
and  acreage  allotments  by  next  Wednesday,  July  1,    That's  the  last  date 
for  proclaiming  quotas,  but  the  lav  gives  the  Secretary  until  July  15  to 
announce  the  national  acreage  allotment. 

Under  present  law.  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  must  proclaim 
marketing  quotas  and  ask  wheat  producers  to  vote  on  marketing  quotas  if 
the  total  supply  is  20  percent  above  the  so-called  "normal  supply".  The 
"normal  supply"  is  made  up  of  the  estimated  domestic  and  foreign  needs 
plus  a  15  percent  allowance  for  carry-over  reserves.    The  nation's  wheat 
supply  this  year,  based  on  the  June  10  crop  report  and  the  estimated  carry- 
over, is  actually  about  50  percent  above  the  "normal  supply". 

The  law  provides  that  if  quotas  are  proclaimed,  a  referendum  among 
all  wheat  producers  must  be  held  not  later  than  July  2k.    Growers  must 
approve  quotas  by  at  least  a  two-thirds  majority  before  they  can  be  put 
into  effect.    If  they  fail  to  approve  quotas,  the  price  support  level  for 
the  195^  crop  will  drop  to  50  percent  of  parity  instead  of  the  90  percent 
support  level  in  effect  now. 

We  may  not  get  a  decision  on  the  wheat  marketing  quota  proclama- 
tion until  near  next  Wednesday's  deadline,  since  pending  legislation  may 
change  the  total  allotment,  the  eligibility  to  vote,  and  the  latest  date 
on  which  the  referendum  can  be  held. 

T\ro  New  Lettuce  Varieties 

Eesearch  is  fitting  various  crops,  notably  lettuce,  closer  and 
closer  to  the  demands  of  the  various  seasons  and  to  conditions  .in  different 
regions.    Now  the  Department  of  ..Agriculture  announces  two  new  varieties  of 
head  lettuce,  named  Alaska  and  Jade,  each  suited  to  a  special  niche  in 
place  and  calendar... 

Alaska  was  given  the  name  when  it  proved  especially  suited  to  that 
Territory,  where  it  out-yielded  Great  Lakes  and  Cornell  h^b.    It  also  does 
well  in  various  places  in  the  states  but  has  not  done  better  than  Great 
Lakes,    The  Jade  variety  shows  special  promise  as  a  fall  crop  in  the 
irrigated  valleys  of  the  southwest.    It  also  shows  promise  for  the  early 
spring  crop  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  States. 
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Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Situation 

In  response  to  queries  about  the  progress  of  the  foot  and  mouth 
disease  campaign  in  Mexico,  Department  officials  say  that  "complete  ..eradica- 
tion of  the  outbreak  is  still  the  goal.    This  Government  is  trying  to  work 
out  a  program  of  operation  with  Mexico  that  will  be  technically  sound  and 
mutually  satisfactory. 

Department  officials  point  out  that  we  are  now  dealing  with  a  new 
national  administration  in  Msxico,  and  that  that  administration  is  taking  a 
good  look  at  everything  their  Government  is  participating  in  including 
the  foot  and  mouth  disease  campaign* 

American  veterinarians  feel  that  successful  elimination  of  foot 
and  mouth  disease  must  include  an  eradication  program.    There  is  opposition 
in  Mexico  to  an  eradication  program  such  as  was  carried  out  successfully  in 
earlier  campaigns.    Some  of  those  opposing  eradication  contend  that  a 
vaccination  program  would  be  sufficient. 

As  you  know,  the  current  campaign  began  with  an  outbreak  of  the 
disease  diagnosed  last  May  23.    That  was  the  first  appearance  of  the 
disease  in  Mexico  since  August  1951.    The  Mexico-United  States  Commission 
for  the  Prevention  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  took  charge  of  eradication 
measures.    Department  officials  emphasize  that  the  outbreak  is  .still  con- 
fined to  a  small  area  of  the  State  of  Veracruz,  which  is  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
east  of  Mexico  City. 

(We're  enclosing  a  statement  on  the  effectiveness  of  vaccination 
for  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Europe,  based  on  a  report  by  a  French 
scientist, ) 

.Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  July  k 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ...  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington  and  a  feature.. 

ABC  American  Farmer  ...  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    There'll  also  be  a  feature  from 
Washington  on  the  agricultural  significance  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase, 
with  Ken  Gapen  and  Jack  Tovera.    This  year  is  the  150th  anniversary  of 
the  Louisiana  Purchase. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News  ...  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT  with 
Claude  Mahoney.    Featured  will  be  an  interview  with  Eobart  Creighton  of 
Creight on  Brothers,  Warsaw,  Ind.,  egg  producers.    The  discussion  will  cover 
operation  of  the  Creighton  farms,  research  in  genetics  carried  on  there, 
and  a  trip  made  to  Korea  last  year  by  Mr.  Creighton. 

. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention  ... 

We're  mailing  you  a  copy  of  "Forward  United",  an  address  by  Sec- 
retary Benson  before  the  American  Cotton  Congress  at  Lubbock,  Texas, 
Saturday,  June  27,  1953. 
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Also  in  the  roail  is  a  copy  of  "Our  Course  is  Clear",  an  address 
by  John  E.  Davis.  Director  of  Commodity  Marketing  and  Adjustment  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  "before  the  American  Seed  Trade 
Association,  Hew  York,  Monday,  June  29, 

Five  States  Added  to  Distress  Wheat  Loan  Program 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  today  the  addition  of 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Missouri  and  Ohio  to  the  list  of  states  in 
which  "distress"  wheat  loans  will  he  made  to  producers  who  store  wheat  in 
temporary  facilities.    In  the  states  added  today  loans  will  not  "be  available 
on  wheat  stored  on  the  ground. 

On  June  19  the  Department  announced  that  limited  price  support  loans 
for  a  temporary  period  would  he  made  to  wheat  farmers  in  designated  areas  of 
Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Colorado,  Texas,  and  Nebraska,  where  regular  storage 
facilities  are  not  available,  and  where  it  is  feasible  to  store  wheat  on 
the  ground  or  in  temporary  structures  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Department  folks  think  this  program  will  be  very  important, 
in  terms  of  price  and  income,  to  farmers  who  make  full  use  of  its  advantages. 
So  we'll  appreciate  if  PFD's  in  the  affected  states  will  help  us  to  get  the 
word  out.    We're  mailing  to  you  in  those  states  the  full  statement  issued 
today. 

This  program  will  make  it  possible  for  wheat  farmers  to  receive 
some  income  immediately  and  still  retain  title  to  their  wheat.    It  will 
give  growers  some  time  in  which  to  acquire  storage  on  their  own  farms  or  to 
get  their  grain  into  commercial  storage.    All  this  helps  the  farmer  to  do 
an  orderly  job  of  marketing. 

Among  Ourselves  . . , 

Best  wishes  to  Jim  Proctor,  formerly  EFD  at  T/JBC,  and  to  Bill 
Mason  who  is  succeeding  him  there.  Bill  has  been  farm  director  of  WILL 
at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Also  hear  that  Don  Wells,  former  P*hcde  Island  experiment  station 
editor  and  more  lately  with  an  advertising  concern,  will  succeed  Jerry 
Lester  as  agricultural  college  editor  on  July  1. 


Enclosures: 

Vaccination  for  Foot  and  Mouth 

Disease  in  Europe 
Point  IV  in  Agriculture 
US-FAO  News  Letter 


Cordially, 


Jt 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


